A surface-based mass spectrometry method for screening glycosidase specificity in environmental samples.
A new surface-based MALDI-Tof-MS glycosyl hydrolase assay has been developed in which lipid-tagged oligosaccharides, representing defined fragments of major plant cell wall polysaccharides, are immobilized via hydrophobic interactions on an alkylthiol functionalised gold sample plate and employed in the functional screening of several purified enzymes, environmental samples and saliva.